FOOD CHAIN
AVENGERS




20 MILLION PEOPLE WORK IN THE FOOD SYSTEM IN THE US., JOINING MILLIONS AROUND THE
WORLD WHO LABOR ON FARMS AND IN MEAT, POULTRY AND FOOD PROCESSING FACILITIES,
WAREHOUSES, GROCERY STORES AND RESTAURANTS. THE FOOD SYSTEM IS THE LARGEST
EMPLOYER IN THE US. AND THE MAJORITY OF FRONTLINE FOOD WORKERS EARN POVERTY
WAGES. IN THE US., A THIRD OF FOOD WORKERS SUFFER FROM FOOD INSECURITY AND HUNGER.

THE MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE DECIDED TO CREATE A COMIC BOOK FOCUSED ON FOOD
WORKERS IN ORDER TO ILLUSTRATE THE ISSUES FACING THESE WORKERS, AS WELL AS THEIR
EFFORTS TO ORGANIZE TO IMPROVE THEIR WORKPLACES, THEIR COMMUNITIES, AND THE FOOD
SYSTEM. LUIS DeLEON, A RESTAURANT WORKER AND MEMBER OF THE RESTAURANT
OPPORTUNITIES CENTER OF CHICAGO, VOLUNTEERED TO WRITE THE BACKSTORY THE COMIC
BOOK. HE CREATED FIVE CHARACTERS, EACH REPRESENTING ONE OF THE FIVE MAIN SECTORS OF
THE FOOD SYSTEM, AND HE CALLED THEM THE FOOD CHAIN AVENGERS.

GIG) IS A 22-YEAR-OLD WHITE FEMALE PUNK ROCKER. AS A WAITRESS, SHE IS

A TIPPED WORKER AND ONLY GETS PAID $2.13. SHE WOULD LOVE TO BECOME B3
A PASTRY CHEF BUT CAN'T AFFORD TO GO TO CULINARY SCHOOL. AND SHE - YOU QUYS
WORKS LONG HOURS TO KEEP FOOD ON THE TABLE. SHE WORKS AT A NEIGH- TOMORROW
BORHOOD BAKERY/CAFE CALLED ROCK ON CAFE. SHE'S GREAT WITH SINGING &/

AND MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. SHE COULD HYPNOTIZE YOU WITH MUSIC AND IS

ALSO GOOD WITH MECHANICS.

JAY IS A 32-YEAR BLACK MALE WHO WORKS AT A LARGE CHAIN GROCERY
STORE CALLED BEE HIVE GROCERY, WHERE HE HAS WORKED FOR 3 YEARS. HE
HAS GREAT SPEED - HE COULD STOCK THE WHOLE STORE IN AN HOUR AND BAG
GROCERIES LIKE NO OTHER PERSON. HE HAS WON EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
FOR THE PAST 3 MONTHS BECAUSE OF HIS UNCANNY SPEED AND HELPFULNESS.

DONNY, A 28-YEAR-OLD LATINO FARMWORKER, HAS VERY LITTLE MEMORY OF : Prey nay. S
HIS PARENTS WHO DIED WHEN HE WAS S. THE OTHERS LABORERS ADOPTED N g ( wHaTs witk T SOMETIME.
HIM, AND HE HAS LIVED AND WORKED ON FARMS HIS WHOLE LIFE. HE HAS A ' : \ THE GeTUP? )

SIXTH SENSE FOR NATURE AND ANIMALS AND WOULD ONE DAY LIKE TO BE A — S

VETERINARIAN. HE WORKS AT SUNSHINE FARMS, THE LARGEST IN KETTLE COUNTY.
THEY PRODUCE STRAWBERRIES, TOMATOES, AND ORANGES, AND FEAR OF THIS
COMPANY RUNS THROUGHOUT THE FARMING COMMUNITY IN THE COUNTY.

MIMI IS AS SMART AS A COMPUTER. SHE IS 22 AND WANTS TO BE A ORGANIZER

TO HELP HER COMMUNITY BY GIVING THEM A VOICE AND BE A LEADER FOR HER

PEOPLE. SHE WANTS TO FIGHT FOR IMMIGRANT RIGHTS AND WORKERS'

EQUALITY FOR HER PEERS AND FAMILY BECAUSE HER PARENTS IMMIGRATED TO

AMERICA FROM AFRICA FOR A BETTER LIFE FOR HER AND HER SIBLINGS. SHE

WORKS AT ARTIC WAREHOUSE THROUGH A TEMPORARY STAFFING AGENCY i
BECAUSE SHE CAN'T A JOB TO USE HER SKILLS IN. o "

Lo X XS S
RAY IS 20 YEARS OLD AND CAME FROM A FISHING VILLAGE IN THAILAND WHERE Gl - /." A7) LY
HE WAS THE BEST FISHERMAN AND CAN SWIM LIKE A SEAL. HE MOVED TO ) 8 2 / : / J 5
AMERICA TO ONE DAY BECOME A MARINE BIOLOGIST AND COULD ONLY FIND \ / s iy
WORK AT A COMPANY CALLED SHARK TANK, WHICH FISHES, PROCESSES AND \ \ AT X 7
DISTRIBUTES FISH, SUCH AS SALMON, PERCH, AND CATFISH. RAY GETS PAID \\<‘* \\

$6.50 A HOUR BECAUSE HE IS NOT A CITIZEN AND HAS NO CHOICE BUT TO
WORK THERE.



| DON'T ‘_I'I-IINK YOU ARE DON'T DO ANYTHING
GETTING IT. I'M TALKING BARREL STUPID, RAY. IF YOU
UPON BARREL OF THE STUFF, AND CONFRONT THE SUPERVISORS,
:?EAI}UASTY OO0ZE FLOWING YOU GET FIRED.
GHT INTO THE RIVER! T PLAIN AND

SIMPLE.

BUT THIS CAN'T REMEMEBER FLO,
GO ON, | MEAN, THAT STUFF IS A MONTH AGO...
GONNA DO MAJOR DAMAGE TO THE GOT FIRED FOR BEING
ENVIRONMENT HERE. OUT SICK ONE DAY

ONE DAY, WITHOUT
A DOCTOR'S NOTE.

THAT'S JUST
THE WAY IT
1S, KID.




DONNY, DON'T GET
3, INVOLVED, MAN.

HOW COULD You?
YOU KNOW I'M UP FOR
THAT POSITION!

I'M SORRY, BUT
REBECCA IS JUST
MORE QUALIFIED

¢COMO ESTAS?
HOW'S YOUR BACK,

GABRIELA?

TWON'T LIE. IT'S TERRIBLE.
TEN HOURS, TEN HOURS
OF CUCUMBERS

CUCUMBER SEASON

IS THE WORST!
TEN HOURS

OF THIS.

OH, THAT IS

A GOOD IDEA.
YA SE QUIEN ES EL
HOMBRE QUE ME LO

PUEDE DAR.

YOU KNOW,
WHAT YOU NEED IS

:QUE DICES, DONNY,
A MASSAGE. el

YOU GIVE ME
A MASSAGE?

IF T NEVER SEE
ANOTHER CUCUMBER...
| WOULD DIE A
HAPPY MAN.

YEAH, AND WHEN YOU'RE
DONE WITH HER, | COULD USE
A MASSAGE TOO, DONNY!

VICTOR, MAN,
U ARE TOO FUNNY

HEY, SOMETHING IS GOING
ON AT THE BEEHIVE.

MORE QUALIFIED?! THAT IS
CRAP. I'VE BEEN BUSTING MY BACK
FOR SIX YEARS HERE. | ACED THE
EXAM, YOU EVEN GAVE ME
EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR
LAST YEAR!

THAT'S RIGHT,
THIS IS PERSONAL AND
YOU CAN'T SAYIT,
CAN YOU?...

NOW JAY,
DON'T TAKE THIS
PERSONALLY...

SHE'S NOT MORE
QUALIFIED, SHE'S MORE WHITE!
YOU DON'T WANT A BLACK
ASSISTANT MANAGER. THAT'S
WHAT THIS IS ABOUT!

GIVE ME ONE GOOD
REASON, ONE!

GET OUT OF HERE,
OFF THE PROPERTY,
BEFORE | CALL THE
POLICE.

HEY, IT'S NOT
WORTH IT.
COME ON.

JUST A FRIEND...
MY NAME'S DONNY.
YOU HUNGRY?




...AND WHO KNOWS HOW LONG
THEY'VE BEEN DOING IT, TOO. T MEAN,
PEOPLE FISH THAT RIVER. THEY COULD
BE GETTING SICK! THAT IS JUST AWFUL,

- TO WHO?
T ALMOST SWAM THERE TODAY! ANDYOU CANTFILEA  }/7 . eocsess NO HEY. THIS IS ON ME. NAW, YOU JUST LOOKED LKE YOU NEEDED

T WAS LUCKY T DISCOVERED IT. BUT i WAY. CLAYTON WAS 1 STILL HAVE A JOB SOME HELP. NEEDED A FRIEND...
HOW MANY OTHER PEOPLE HAVE RIGHT. I'D CET FIRED AFTER ALL. ARE YOU

A ALWAYS THIS NICE
GONE SWIMMING THERE? N FOR THAT. T0 STRANGERS? YEAH, | QUESS |1 DID, ERR DO.

WHO KNOWS HOW THAT MESS WOULD
HAVE TURNED OUT IF YOU HADN'T
COME ALONG?

TRY NOT TO GET SO WORKED
UP AROUT IT.
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THERE MUST BE — L~ B
SOMETHING WE CAN DO. JUST = \ 7 IT‘ ”F?—w @jj

WHAT REALLY GETS ME ABOUT IT
IS THAT IT'S NOT THE FIRST TIME
I'VE BEEN PASSED UP.

OH, UH YEAH. g THE FIRST TIME 1

| GET TOO MAD ABOUT THOUGHT 1 JUST NEEDED
THE LITTLE THINGS : TO WORK HARDER.

WELL, | GOTTA

GET BACK TO WORK IT'S THE LEAST
| PUT MYSELF LIKE DILIGENCE

HEY. THANKS FOR 3 OUT THERE ALL THE TIME, IS ALL THAT SHOULD

LISTENING, GIG! TO GET THEM TO KNOW > MATTER, BUT IT'S NOT
WHAT A HARD E
WORKER | AM.

WILLING TO SACRIFICE
FOR THE COMPANY. | MEAN,
THAT'S WHAT IT'S SUPPOSED
TO TAKE, RIGHT?




—w'llm' QL;/
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YEAH, EXACTLY. WHAT'S NOT I DIDN'T GET THAT WHAT HAPPENED? FOR WORK? THEY HIRING?

HEY, JAY, HEY, @ia), OH NO, SO WHAT DO YOU DO "
1 WAS JUST BEING NAIVE. RIGHT? PROMOTION, AND IN J“
MAKES ME SO MAD! FACT, 1 LOST MY ol L
IT'S NOT RIGHT! (o JOB TODAY. \ r en Wby s
“ | WORK ON A FARM, IT'S NOT
THAT GOOD EITHER THOUGH... PEOPLE GET
SICK ALL THE TIME BECAUSE OF THE CHEMICALS.
AND WHEN THEY CAN'T WORK NO MORE,

THEY ARE JUST THROWN OUT LIKE TRASH...

IT'S A LONG
STORY, OH, AND
THIS IS DONNY.

ME, TOO, | WAS LUCKY
| THOUGHT DONNY CAME BY WHEN HE DID.
YOU WERE A SHOE-IN | MIGHT BE IN JAIL RIGHT
FOR THAT SLOT, YOU NOW, IF HE HADN'T.
WORK SO HARD! | .\WE DON'T EVEN GET BREAKS,
. BUT IF YOU COMPLAIN, THAT'S IT. FIRED.
AND IT'S NOT LIKE THERE ARE OTHER JOBS \
FOR IMMIGRANTS LIKE ME,

WITHOUT PAPERS

| GOTTA GET BACK TO WORK, GUYS,
WE'RE TOTALLY UNDERSTAFFED HERE.
JAY, LET'S TALK MORE LATER. DONNY,
IT WAS NICE TO MEET YOU.




HEY, MARK,
GOT A SEC?

WHENEVER YOU'RE
READY. RAY

HEY, THAT'S SERVICE.
WHAT HAPPENED TO
THE OTHER GUY?

——-—'@Enmlmnd

UH, HE GOT TIED UP
AT ANOTHER TABLE...

OH, SHE LEFT
Us A NOTE

WHAT DOES
IT SAY?2...

IT IS AN UTTER
OUTRAGE THAT ACTIVITY LIKE
THIS GOES ON IN THIS SUPPOSED
ENLIGHTENED ERA, NOT ONLY ARE
WOMEN STILL NOT RECEIVING EQUAL
PAY, BUT TO HAVE TO PUT UP
WITH ADVANCES FROM
UNSCRUPULOUS MALE
SUPERVISORS OR RISK...

THAT'S AN
OUTRAGE!







EVERYONE, THIS IS RAY. YEAH, | GET SO

RAY, THIS IS MIM), JAY AND DONNY. ANCRY THINKING ABOUT . YEAH, LETS START SOMETHING TONIGHT.
HEY, HAVE IT'S ABOUT SOMETHING THAT'S BEEN LONG OVERDUE.

IT SOMETIMES
A SEAT ;’g‘ig%ﬁfﬂ“ | THINK WE CAN MAKE THINGS BETTER
NG FOR FOLKS IN THIS TOWN.

S0 YOU MIGHT THERE IS SOMETHING GOING ON IN THIS TOWN.
BE WONDERING WHY IT'S BEEN GOING ON FOR YEARS, AND IT SEEMS

I'VE GATHERED YOU EACH YEAR IT'S JUST GETTING WORSE.
ALL HERE TONIGHT...

AND WE'RE ALL
STRUGGLING
BECAUSE
OF IT. I'M SURE WE
OKAY, THAT SOUNDS CAN COME UP WITH
GOOD. BUT DO WHAT? SOMETHING...

WHAT CAN WE DO
TO FIX IT? ANYONE HAVE

ANY IDEAS?

LIKE JAY. YOU LOST AND ME AND MY COWORKERS ARE AFRAID ALL THE TIME

YOUR JOB YESTERDAY. OF LOSING OUR JOBS BECAUSE WE DON'T HAVE PAPERS,
AND THE BOSSES TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THAT,

YOU LOST IT YEAH, THAT'S AND THERE ARE KIDS THERE, TOO.

B;Ec &‘;SEED Y%U TRUE. | HADN'T LKE 10 OR 11 YEARS OLD, AND
THOUGHT OF IT THEY GET SICK FROM ALL THE

PUT UP WITH
THAT WAY.
DISCRIMINATION PESTICIDES AND THINGS.

ANY LONGER.

WELL, THE HAZARDOUS WASTE | FOUND. OM. THAT IS
| WAS AFRAID TO REPORT IT TO MY BOSSES, ’

BUT THERE'S GOT TO BE SOMEONE | CAN MOSITLLDEZTFELY SO WE
REPORT IT TO, RIGHT? : TAKE IT TO THE

| MEAN,

IT'S IMPACTING THAT'S GOT TO
AT THE ARTIC WAREHOUSE, ALL OF US, AND I'M BE ILLECAL

WHERE | WORK, WE ARE ALMOST ALL TIRED OF IT

TEMPS. THEY DO THAT SO THEY CAN © WEALL

KEEP EVERYONE AT MINIMUM WAGE ARE, RIGHT?
WITH NO BENEFITS.




TWO DAYS LATER...

| THINK WE ARE GOING TO NEED SOME YEAH, WE COULD TAKE SOME PICTURES
PROOF OR SOMETHING. RIGHT? OR SOMETHING. BUT WE SHOULD TRY
TO FIND SOME PROOF THAT IT CAME
FROM THE FISHERIES, TOO.

PROBABLY, IT
CAN'T HURT. RAY, YOU
WORK THERE, RIGHT?

SHOULDN'T BE

HARD TO GET.

JUST DON'T
STEPINIT

G

OKAY, THAT
SHOULD DO FOR
PHOTOGRAPHIC
IF YOU CAN GET EVIDENCE, NOW FOR

US AROUND, WE CAN THE HARD PART
FIND THE DIRT.

OKAY, IT'S
SETTLED THEN. LET'S
FIGURE OUT A PLAN...




WHERE DID YOU
LEARN TO PICK
LOCKS, MIMI?

THAT WAS
FAST! WHAT DID
YOU FIND?

IT MAY NOT BE PERFECT,
BUT I'M PRINTING IT OUT.

il A

ANYWAY, IT LOOKS LIKE
UH, UNDEREMPLOYED THEY'VE KEPT RECORDS OF
COMPUTER WIZ HERE... WASTE MATERIAL PRODUCED,
BUT NOTHING ON WHERE THAT
MATERIAL IS GOING. NO
SHIPPING RECEIPTS.

OKAY, GOOD.
THAT'S SOMETHING, BUT
LET'S KEEP LOOKING.

NOW, THAT'S
WEIRD...

THAT DOESN'T
SURPRISE ME,
SUNSHINE FARMS
HAS BEEN BUYING
UP LAND LIKE
CRAZY.

I'VE NOTICED THAT, TOO,
THE 'ROCK ON CAFE' HAD TO
CUT BACK ON STAFF BECAUSE OF
THE RISING FOOD COSTS.

IT LOOKS LIKE SUNSHINE
FARMS BOUGHT THE FISHERIES
A FEW YEARS BACK.

SOME FOLKS | WORK WITH
USED TO OWN THEIR OWN FARMS,
BUT THEY HAD TO SELL BECAUSE

THEY COULDN'T COMPETE.

HMMM, ALL THE PRODUCE
THAT THE BEEHIVE SELLS IS
SUNSHINE FARMS NOW, AT FIRST
THE PRICES WERE REALLY GOOD,
BUT THEY'VE BEEN GOING UP
IN THE LAST COUPLE YEARS.




I'M TELLING
YOU, RICK, |
HEARD NOISES.

SHOOT,
THAT'S OUR
WAY OUT!

C'MON, | KNOW
ANOTHER WAY,
FOLLOW ME.

OH NO, IT'S LOCKED.
MIMI2

THERE'S NO TIME.

‘ STAND BACK.

Ao n‘ \

THE INTERNET. SO WHAT DO
YOU THINK? THIS IS ALL SOME CRAZY
STUFF, RIGHT? SUNSHINE FARMS IS BUYING
UP, LIKE, EVERYTHING IN TOWN

BUT ISN'T THIS A MONOPOLY OR SOMETHING?
| MEAN, YOU HAVE TO DO SOMETHING. LOOK AT WHAT
IT'S DOING TO THIS TOWN!

THAT'S MESSED
UP! YOU MEAN THERE'S
NOTHING WE CAN DO? PEOPLE
ARE SUFFERING BECAUSE OF
WHAT THIS COMPANY IS DOING,
AND THEY'RE GETTING
AWAY WITH IT!

$0... UH, CARE TO TELL
ME HOW YOU CAME ACROSS
THESE DOCUMENTS?

IT'S NOT A CRIME FOR ONE COMPANY
TO BUY ANOTHER. HAPPENS ALL THE TIME.
THAT'S HOW CAPITALISM WORKS.

JUSTISN'T A
POLICE MATTER

SO GET A LAWYER,
RUN FOR OFFICE,
| DON'T CARE.

IT'S NOT POLICE

BUSINESS.




OKAY, BUT WHAT ABOUT
THE PHOTOS? THAT'S
SOMETHING, RIGHT?

WHAT, THAT'S IT?
"WE'LL LOOK INTO../ THANK YOU

SO MUCH, OFFICER,
THAT'S ALL WE ASK.

ONE OUT OF
TWO AIN'T
BAD.

WE'LL LOOK
INTO IT.

BUT THE BIGGER ISSUE IS
DEFINITELY WITH SUNSHINE FARMS,
WE ARE DROWNING IN THE WAKE
THAT THEY ARE CAUSING.

~_ — = THAT'S THE SAME CAR THAT WAS
OKAY, BUT AT LEAST WE GOT - . TAILING ME THE OTHER NIGHT.
SHARKTANK FISHERIES ON THE POLICE \ | ’

RADAR, WE JUST NEED TO COME

UP WITH ANOTHER STRATEGY ...

MOVE, MOVE, DON'T RUN,
LOOK CASUAL

AND AT THE
\| CAFE A COUPLE
DAYS AGO

SO WHAT ARE

THEY DOING AT

THE POLICE
STATION?

I THINK T RECOGNIZE
THOSE GUYS. THEY WERE
AT ARTIC WAREHOUSE
A FEW MONTHS AGO.

\%’

|

=
k|
|||I'




UH,
WE SHOULD
SPLIT UP

GO AHEAD,
BUT LET'S KEEP

MOVING. OK, SO WE KNOW
= THAT SUNSHINE FARMS
HAS BEEN BUYING UP
PROPERTY AND BUSINESSES
ALL OVER TOWN.

| THOUGHT
| SAID TO
SPLIT UP.

| KNOW, BUT |
JUST HAD A THOUGHT,
AND | WANTED TO
TALK TO YOU.

BE ABLE TO DO THAT WITHOUT
SOME SERIOUS SWAY IN CITY

HALL. SOMEONE HAD TO OPEN

THE DOORS TO THEM.

LIKE MAYOR HELLO, GIRLS,
MORGAN? EXACTLY, IF WE CAN . MIND IF | HAVE
APPLY SOME SORT OF [ A WORD?
PRESSURE ON THE...

DON'T WORRY, I'M NOT GOING TO ARREST YOU. THIS ISN'T THE FIRST TIME
IN FACT, | SYMPATHIZE WITH WHAT YOU'RE THERE'S BEEN A STRUGGLE FOR
GOING THROUGH. | KNOW WHAT IT'S PEOPLE'S RIGHTS IN THIS TOWN.

LIKE TO FEEL POWERLESS. SO I'M GOING TO GIVE
= YOU A TIP.
o TN

GO AND FIND DEEDEE JOY, SHE WAS ey B /" AND LAY LOW. GIRLS.
AN ORGANIZER FROM BACK IN THE 60°S. BRIl 1D HATE FOR YoU TO
STILL LIVES IN THE AREA. SHE MIGHT HAVE . ==\/" e NTO TROUBLE.

SOME USEFUL INSIGHT FOR YOU ALL.




... AND WITH WAGES
AS LOW AS THEY ARE,

A LOT OF MY CO-WORKERS
HAVE TO REGISTER FOR
FOOD STAMPS. HOW
CRAZY IS THAT? THEY
WORK WITH FOOD
ALL DAY LONG...

... AND CAN'T AFFORD TO FEED

THEIR FAMILIES... AND WE HAVE TO PUT UP

WITH ALL KINDS OF ABUSES FROM
THE MANAGERS, UNPAID HOURS, NOT
ENOUGH BREAKS, AND EVERYONE IS
AFRAID TO SAY ANYTHING...

IT'S ALL VERY FAMILIAR TO ME.
THE DETAILS ARE DIFFERENT, BUT
THE STORY IS THE SAME ..

T THOUGHT T MIGHT

BE ABLE TO CHANGE THINGS
IF T BECAME A MANAGER.

THINGS TEND TO
SLIP DOWN THE HILL
IF FOLKS AREN'T
VIGILANT.

BUT THERE'S ALWAYS HOPE, ALWAYS A WAY
TO CLIMB BACK UP, PROBABLY MORE THAN ONE,
BUT THIS IS WHAT T KNOW...

THEN YOU MUST GET THE WORD OUT, FIND FOLKS
WHO ARE IN THE SAME PICKLE AS YOU ARE, AND
FROM THE SOUNDS OF IT, THERE ARE AN AWFUL LOT
OF THEM. LET THEM KNOW ABOUT THEIR POWER.

= = A 0 /) A fr FEYW Hr
ONE VOICE CAN SHOUT INTO THE WIND ALL DAY, §

AND NOTHING WILL COME OF IT,
i .!&ﬂ‘é b i~ L Ffr
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% A BUT IF YOU GET ENOUGH VOICES TO CALL
' 4‘ OUT IN UNISON, YOU CAN SHOUT DOWN
a MOUNTAINS OF INJUSTICE.
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BEFORE YOU KNOW
IT, WE'RE ALL AT THE
BOTTOM, LOCOKING UP AT
THOSE IN POWER, AS THEY
GREEDILY SNATCH UP ALL
THE RESOURCES THAT
SHOULD BE SHARED.

TO START WITH, YOU HAVE TO KNOW YOUR
RIGHTS. YOU ALL HAVE THEM, EVEN IF YOU'RE AN
UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANT, YOU STILL HAVE RIGHTS.

r

YOU SEE, YOU ALL ARE THE POWER. IF YOU
q LET THOSE GREEDY GUSSES CONTROL YOU, THEN
THEY'VE GOT IT, THEY'VE GOT THE POWER. BUT IF
YOU FIGHT TO TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR LIVES AND
SHOUT BACK, NO! YOU GET IT BACK.

ey Gl PO

PSS T won'T BE EASY, IT CAN TAKE A

LOT OUT OF YOU, BUT YOU'LL KNOW
THAT IT WAS WORTH IT IN THE END.

= 1) L




T KNOW THAT YOU ALL CAN DO IT ' PEOPLE WHO WORK HARD EVERY DAY
e ) AND STRUGGLE TO GET BY.

| PEOPLE WHO KNOW THAT LIFE
il SHOULD BE BETTER
h

: -
m!' S
[

| KNOW YOU'LL FIND THAT THERE ARE LOTS O

OTHER PEOPLE OUT THERE WHO ARE JUST LIKE YOU.

——




3] =
3[[ [ .. I'M ON MAIN STREET NOW,
SIX MONTHS LATER... \ 4\ THERE'S ANOTHER GROUP HERE.

N ) ~\ /. | GET A TEAM DOWN ON 4TH STREET.
o E—— 3 ALY K N IT LOOKS LIKE THEY'RE HEADING
o : L I s P FOR CITY HALL.

WHAT DO WE WANT!?
¢QUE QUEREMOS?

DISPERSE IMMEDIATELY,
YOU ARE DISRUPTING
THE PEACE.

MAYBE THE PEACE
NEEDS TO BE DISRUPTED
F WE ARE GCONG 146 PEOPLE

TO BE HEARD. |\AvE RIGHTS THAT ARE
BENG TRAMPLED
UPON.

THAT'SIT,
YOU ARE UNDER
ARREST...




ACCORDING TO THIS
STATEMENT SENT THIS
MORNING BY THE SO-CALLED
“FOOD CHAIN AVENGERS"...

-

AR E‘s

o

THEY DEMAND THEIR RIGHTS BE UPHELD,
THAT SUNSHINE FARMS BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE
FOR UNSAFE WORKING CONDITIONS, UNFAIR WAGES,
AND NOT PROVIDING ADEQUATE HEALTH CARE
FOR THOUSANDS OF WORKERS...

AND THEY ARE HOLDING
YOU ACCOUNTABLE FOR ALLOWING
THIS COMPANY TO CONTROL
EVERY...

STOP.
| NEED TO
THINK.

I CAN'T ARREST THEM ALL/
THAT'S THIS TOWN'S ENTIRE
WORKFORCE OUT THERE,
THEY ARE VOTERS AND
THEY ARE GOOD
PEOPLE!
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| GAVE TOO MUCH CREDENCE TO THE
WORDS OF BIG BUSINESS WHEN | SHOULD
HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO YOU,
THE PEOPLE...

..MY HEART IS HEAVY
AS T GREET YOU THIS AFTERNOON.
OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS, T HAVE §
BEEN LED ASTRAY...

... BUT TODAY THAT CHANGES...

WHEN WE DON'T
FEAR YOU. YOU HAVE

NO POWER.



DO YOU THINK SUNSHINE FARMS
IS GOING TO FIND ANOTHER TOWN
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF?

THEY MIGHT, AND EVEN
IF THEY DON'T, THERE ARE
COMPANIES OUT THERE
DOING THE SAME THINGS
SUNSHINE FARMS DID.

AND WE CAN HELP THEM, TOO,
IN A SENSE, WE ALREADY ARE. NEWS
OF WHAT HAPPENED IN KETTLE TOWN
IS SPREADING LIKE CRAZY.

OH AND BY THE WAY,
| HEARD YOU GOT HIRED AS
A DEPARTMENT MANAGER
AT THE BEEHIVE.

1 DID, AND IT'S
BEEN GREAT, WE ARE
EVEN ORGANIZING
A UNION.

OH WOW, THAT'S
FANTASTIC!

LUNCH BREAK,
WE GET A FULL
HOUR NOW.

HEY, GUYS!
T THOUGHT YOU
WERE AT WORK,
algre

IT'S AMAZING,
THINGS REALLY ARE
TURNING AROUND,

ANNND WE'RE
ORGANIZING FOR PAID

SICK DAYS... I THINK IT'S
GOING TO

HAPPEN.

OH, AND RAY TOLD ME THAT SHARKTANK
WAS HIT WITH A BIG FINE FOR ILLEGAL DUMPING,
THERE HAVE BEEN CREWS WORKING "ROUND
THE CLOCK TO CLEAN UP THE RIVER.

SPEAKING
=7\ OF RAY..

35

HEY, RAY!
GET OVER HERE!




OH, RAY SAYS,
"YOU GUYS ARE
GONNA LOVE THIS"

SO WHAT DO
YOU THINK?

SO, WHAT'S
NEXT?

MEMBERS OF FOOD CHAIN WORKERS ALLIANCE:*
BRANDWORKERS INTERNATIONAL
BROOKLYN FOOD COALITION
CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE FOR RURAL STUDIES
CINCINNATI INTERFAITH WORKERS JUSTICE CENTER
COALITION OF IMMOKALEE WORKERS
COMITE DE APOYO A LOS TRABAJADORES AGRICOLAS (CATA)
FAIR WORLD PROJECT
FARMWORKER ASSOCIATION OF FLORIDA
INTERNATIONAL LABOR RIGHTS FORUM
JUST HARVEST USA
MISSISSIPP! WORKERS’ CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
NORTHWEST ARKANSAS WORKERS' JUSTICE CENTER
OUR WALMART
RESTAURANT OPPORTUNITIES CENTER OF NEW YORK
RESTAURANT OPPORTUNITIES CENTERS UNITED
RURAL AND MIGRANT MINISTRY
RURAL COMMUNITY WORKERS ALLIANCE
THE STREET VENDOR PROJECT
TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL NO. 7
UNITE HERE FOOD SERVICE DIVISION
UE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION FUND AND WAREHOUSE WORKERS FOR JUSTICE
UNITED FOOD AND COMMERCIAL WORKERS LOCAL 770
UNITED FOOD AND COMMERCIAL WORKERS LOCAL 1500

WAREHOUSE WORKER RESOURCE CENTER
* AS OF NOVEMBER 2014

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
THANK YOU TO THE 20 MILLION FOOD WORKERS
IN THE US. WHO INSPIRED THIS COMIC BOOK.

WE ALSO GIVE DEEP THANKS TO:
¢ JEREL DYE, THE ILLUSTRATOR AND WRITER OF THE COMIC BOOK.
o THE BEN £ JERRY'S FOUNDATION AND UUSC FOR PROVIDING FUNDING FOR THIS PROJECT.

JESSIE SMITH NOYES FOUNDATION, NORMAN FOUNDATION, LAWSON VALENTINE FOUNDATION,
AND THE PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM, WHOSE GENERAL SUPPORT GRANTS ALSO
PROVIDED ASSISTANCE TO THIS PROJECT.

LUIS DELEON, A RESTAURANT WORKER AND A MEMBER OF THE RESTAURANT OPPORTUNITIES
CENTER OF CHICAGO, WROTE THE BACKSTORY FOR THIS COMIC BOOK. HIS FAVORITE CHILDHOOD
CARTOON CAPTAIN PLANET, WHICH FOLLOWED FIVE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO WERE FIGHTING
AGAINST POLLUTION, INSPIRED HIM. HE WAS ALSO INSPIRED BY HIS EXPERIENCES WITH THE FOOD
CHAIN WORKERS ALLIANCE IN LEARNING ABOUT HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
FQOD WE EAT EACH DAY

o ALL OUR DONORS VIA INDIEGOGO.

CRISTINA WARD € AMY LIN, OUR TRANSLATORS FOOD CHAIN WORKERS ALLIANCE

1730 W. OLYMPIC BLVD. #300

PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU WOULD LIKE LOS ANGELES, CA 90015
TO ORDER COPIES OF THIS COMIC BOOK, 212-280-4060

AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH: INFO@FOODCHAINWORKERS ORC

@ 2014 BY FOOD CHAIN WORKERS ALLIANCE
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. PLEASE OBTAIN PERMISSION TO COPY.
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THE FOOD CHAIN WORKERS ALLIANCE IS A COALITION OF WORKER-BASED ORGANIZATIONS
WHOSE MEMBERS PLANT, HARVEST, PROCESS, PACK, TRANSPORT, PREPARE, SERVE, AND SELL
FOOD, ORGANIZING TO IMPROVE WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR ALL WORKERS ALONG
THE FOOD CHAIN. THE ALLIANCE WORKS TOGETHER TO BUILD A MORE SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEM
THAT RESPECTS WORKERS' RIGHTS, BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES OF SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND
RACIAL JUSTICE, IN WHICH EVERYONE HAS ACCESS TO HEALTHY AND AFFORDABLE FOOD.

ROBTTINES 3. &



