
To most interested in improving our food system, food access is the biggest challenge facing low-income communities 

and communities of color, and the epitome of inequality is often a “food desert,” an impoverished area devoid of fresh 

fruit, vegetables, and other healthful whole foods. Many activists, non-profit professionals, researchers, and academics 

are now pushing back on the idea that adding a supermarket or farmer’s market to an impoverished neighborhood 

will solve the problem of inequality in our food system.  Our panelists will discuss the need to address structural rac-

ism and economic disparities in health, agriculture, and labor in order to truly achieve a fair and equitable food system 

in a city undergoing rapid economic change. 
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